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Dear fellow wildlife rehabilitator

During the NWRA (National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association) March 1999 symposium, a group of about 25 wildlife rehabilitators from all over North Carolina began a series of meetings to revive a statewide organization by and for wildlife rehabilitators. This non-profit organization, called Wildlife Rehabilitators of North Carolina (WRNC), is quickly growing and now has about 90 members. We have great plans and we encourage you to join us. 

The main purpose of WRNC is to provide educational opportunities for rehabilitators and educators at all skill levels. As a new rehabilitator or an experienced rehabilitator, new to North Carolina, we want to invite you to take advantage of these opportunities. In this day and age, it isn’t necessary for somebody new to the field to reinvent the wheel.  Much information is published and much can be learned by talking to more experienced rehabilitators, by attending classes, or by volunteering with another rehabilitator. Goals of WRNC for the near and distant future include the following:

· Send out a quarterly newsletter to the membership with pertinent information.

· Compile a statewide listing of active rehabilitators, including their specialties and federal permit status. This will get injured animals into the hands of the right people faster. This list will be distributed to members of the organization.

· Produce resource lists and other printed materials, such as a simple brochure, briefly explaining wildlife rehabilitation and the purpose of WRNC to the general public. 

· Design a logo and stationary for the organization.

· Hold annual elections among the members to elect a Board of Directors.

· Develop and promote standards of care similar to the NWRA /IWRC Standards and develop a certification process.

· Assist rehabilitators with public education efforts.

· Develop a website.

· Develop a closer association with local, state, and federal wildlife officials.

· Assist rehabilitators with training classes, procedure manuals and internship opportunities.

· Work closely with state and federal agencies to clarify or update existing laws and obtain state funding. 

The following points address some concerns and questions we have heard from a number of people.

· WRNC will not be in the business of policing rehabilitators or enforcing laws. These duties belong to state and federal wildlife officers.

· WRNC will not be a lobby group.

· At this time, WRNC will not be providing rehabilitators with supplies.   

· WRNC is not a center or physical facility and is not funded by the state or federal government. 

· Each meeting is open to anyone interested in wildlife protection, preservation, rehabilitation, and education relating to wildlife. Contact the secretary for information about the next meeting. 

Enclosed you will find an application for membership to this organization.  Thank you for your time, and we hope to hear from you.
Nov 2003
WRNC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation whose mission is to share information and knowledge about wildlife rehabilitation for the benefit of native wildlife
Wildlife Rehabilitators of North Carolina (WRNC), c/o Carla Johnson, 2542 Weymoth Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27103

WILDLIFE REHABILITATORS of NORTH CAROLINA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


NAME: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss___________________________  __________________________





       LNAME



            FNAME

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________







STREET ADDRESS



____________________________________  ________________________  ____________

                               CITY                                                                              STATE                                          ZIP         

COUNTY:                                      DISTRICT:_______________________

HOME PHONE:                                                   WORK PHONE:_______________________
e-MAIL:____________________________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP FEE $20.00 

Make checks payable to: WRNC and send application and payment to: WRNC, c/o Carla Johnson, 2542 Weymoth Rd, Winston-Salem, NC 27103

The following (for a membership directory) is requested only of active rehabilitators.  It will enable us to refer callers to one another or seek help if we need it.  (If you would prefer not to receive these calls, please skip this section.)

Do you have a current state rehabilitation permit?    YES      NO     (if yes, please include a copy)

Do you have a current federal permit?   YES       NO      (if yes, please include a copy)

Do you have a membership in the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council (IWRC), the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (NWRA), or any other state or local rehab groups?

Please list them ______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Have you attended any classes, conferences or workshops on wildlife rehabilitation?  YES   NO (if yes, please identify the program and group that presented or sponsored it):

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Do you work out of a center or independently out of your home?________________________
How long have you been rehabilitating?___________________________________________
Which groups of animals do you work with? (circle all that apply and write in exceptions, if any)


Small mammals (any mammal up to and including the size of opossums)


Mid size mammals (river otter, bob cat, beaver, ground hog)


Songbirds
Water fowl
Seabirds
Wading birds

Raptors


(You must have a current Federal permit to accept any of the above birds)


Reptile/Amphibians (if yes, do you accept venomous snakes?)
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